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This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
Feb. 8, 1995
CHARTER DAY CEREMONY TO HONOR FIVE FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO UM
MISSOULA—

The University of Montana - Missoula will celebrate Charter Day Thursday, Feb. 16, by
honoring five people who have made outstanding contributions to UM.
The service awards will be presented during a ceremony commemorating UM’s charter by
the state Legislature on Feb. 17, 1893. The program begins at 11 a.m. in the Music Recital Hall
and includes a keynote address by John Madden, dean of the Davidson Honors College.
An evening lecture, sponsored by the Center for the Rocky Mountain West, also is
scheduled in conjunction with the celebration of UM’s 102nd birthday. Donald Fixico, history
professor at Western Michigan University, will present "Learning from Indian People: The Forging
of a Cooperative Reality," at 7:30 p.m. in UM’s Music Recital Hall.
At the Charter Day ceremony, Law Professor J. Martin Burke of Missoula will receive the
Robert T. Pantzer Award. Named for UM’s president from 1966 to 1977, the award recognizes a
Montanan who has made the University environment more open and humane.
A graduate of the UM School of Law, Burke joined the faculty in 1977 and was dean from
1988 to 1993. He has served as director of the law school’s Tax Institute since 1984.
Burke has won numerous teaching honors and has served on committees at the campus,
local, state and national levels. He chairs the St. Patrick Hospital board of trustees and is vice-
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chair of the American Bar Association Skills Training Committee.
The Neil S. Bucklew Presidential Service Award, presented by the UM Foundation, goes to
John J. Burke, a Butte native and retired vice-chairman of the Montana Power Co., for his efforts
to foster understanding of UM ’s needs and strengths. Burke, who holds two degrees from UM, has
served on the UM Alumni Association Board, the UM Council of 50, the School of Business
Administration’s Business Advisory Council and the UM Foundation Board of Trustees, of which
he is now a trustee emeritus.
Burke also serves as national vice-chairman of the UM Capital Campaign on its executive
board, which sets policy and direction for the $40 million campaign.
Botany Professor Emeritus Meyer "Mike" Chessin of Missoula will receive the Montana
Faculty Service Award. During a career that spanned more than 40 years at UM, Chessin served as
a long-term member and leader of the Faculty Senate and the University Teacher’s Union.
A native of Brooklyn, N.Y., Chessin came to UM in 1949 after earning a doctorate in plant
physiology from the University of Califomia-Berkeley. He taught plant physiology, plant diseases
and environmental issues full-time until 1988 and part-time until 1990. Chessin has published
many research articles and two books.
The Montana Alumni Award goes to Dean Hellinger, a Shelby farmer. The Alumni
Association award honors former UM students for community service, service to the association or
promoting the University. Hellinger, who earned a bachelor’s degree in economics with honors in
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1956, has served as an Alumni Association delegate and board member. He also serves on the
President’s Advisory Committee.
For 16 years, Hellinger and his wife, Patricia, have co-sponsored the Annual Hellinger
Hearty Horseradish Alumni Gathering. He has served on several boards in Toole County and
throughout the state.
Steve Breezley of Portland, Ore., is the recipient of the Associated Students of The
University of Montana’s Student Service Award. A senior majoring in geology, Breezley serves as
co-chair of the Montana Public Interest Research Group (MontPIRG) and has worked toward
changing or abolishing M issoula’s "family definition" housing ordinance, arguing that it
discriminates against students and the community.
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